OCURRENCE OF
DOMESTIC ELDER ABUSE

Introduction

Violence is associated with a lack of adequate living
conditions and the infringement of rights, laws and
social rules, which are manifested by crimes and
conflicts, in the rural and urban contexts.

Population aging is a worldwide phenomenon.
Elderly people face many difficulties, most of which
result from weakness and vulnerability caused by
their physiological condition. These may convert
elderly people into potential victims of increasing
social violence.

On the one hand, the increasing number of elderly
people in the population entails the need to
restructure the family. On the other, the emergence
of social, economic and political problems exp
elderly people to greater violence within the
context.

Objective

Verify the occurrence of domestic
surveyi ible related factors,
injuries ccordance with
Classificatiol es (ICD-10)
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87 elderly who suffered
domestic abuse
(part of the sample),
being 51 men and 36 women.

Place of study:

e We consulted every medical-legal report produced
at the Ribeirdo Preto Medical-Legal Institute, SP,
Brazil, in 2002.

¢ We identified the population aged 60 and older and
selected the cases of domestic elder abuse, using
the ICD-10 classification.

¢ Medical-legal report forms: corporal injuries, carnal
knowledge and libidinous act.

Instrument:

e Number of Police Station, age, gender, ethnic
group, marital status, medical procedure after
abuse, police record, extern sical report and
aggressor identification.

- Data were analyzed thr
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.9 - Multiple superficial injuries, unspecified
- Superficial injury of shoulder and upper arm, unspecified
- Fracture of skull and facial bones, part unspecified
- Open wound of head, part unspecified
- Superficial injury of other head parts.

Graph 2. Distribution of elderly people who suffered domestic
abuse, according to gender and more than one kind of injury
caused, ICD-10, Ribeirdo Preto, SP, Brazil, 2002.
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