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World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day 2009

The International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 2009
“My World,...Your World... Our World — Free of Elder Abuse”

Core Campaign Message

Purpose and Aspiration of Core Message

Thekey objectiveof World Elder AbuseAwarenes®ay (WEAAD) is to raiseawareness
of elderabuse(which encompasseseglectand mal- or mistreatmentthroughoutthe
world. To do this effectively,andin a co-ordinatedashionfor maximuminternational
impact and solidarity, the InternationalNetwork for the Preventionof Elder Abuse
(INPEA), togetherwith the internationalmembersof the WEAAD SteeringCommittee,
are suggestingparticipantsadopta core messageand set of sub-messagesThese
developthe genericaim of ‘raising awarenessand help enablea developmentof
awareness into action.

The core message should be used in conjunction with the WEAAD theme:
“My World,...Your World... Our World — Free of Elder Abuse”

The proffered core messagewill narrow down and focus the objective of raising
awarenessyhilst remainingsufficiently broadto encompassationalpriorities, diversity
and culture without exclusion. It may be usedin a variety of contextsto motivateand
inspire;andit will facilitatetheillustrationof a compellingaspecbf elderabusecommon
to all nations,and all victims. It will appealto and have meaningfor audiencef
professionals, older people, and the general public.

The core messagas easily adaptablgor usein mediacommunicationspublications,
presentations and interviews.

Core Message: Never ignore elder abuse.
Sub-messages:

* Most elder abuse is hidden.

* Ageism (age discrimination) is a major cause of elder abuse.

* Ageism and disempowerment lead to elder abuse being hidden.

* Empoweringolder personds the mosteffectivetool in the response
to elder abuse.



Context of Core Message

The natureof abuseasa hiddenproblemis now universallyaccepted.INPEA, asco-

authorof the reportMissing Voices (2002) with the World Health Organization states
that “abuse,neglectandfinancial exploitationof eldersare much more commonthan

societiesadmit”. Missing Voices demonstrateslear links betweenelder abuse,and

disempowerment and discrimination.

Awareness into Action

INPEA agreeswith the statemenin MissingVoicesthat,“Ultimately the challengeor us
all is not only to listen to what hasbeensaid, but to believeand act uponit”. The
following areparaphraseg@roposedstrategiesrom the report. INPEA will supportthe
developmentof actionto bring aboutachievemenof thesestrategiesas a result of
WEAAD:

*  Empowerment of Elders:
0 To enableolder adultsto act for themselvesand on their own behalf. To
enableolder adults to exercisetheir rights and advocatefor their own
interests.

* Awareness:
0 To ensurethatthegeneralpopulationis awarethatelderabusehappensandis
a problem. Olderadultsneedto be awareof the problemandof their rights,
as well as available services and resources.

* Education:

0 To educatepeopleto perceiveolder people more favourably as positive
contributorsto society. To educateandtrain people,including professionals
involved in the care of older people,to recogniseand act on abuseor
suspicions of abuse.

* Intergenerational Relationships:

o Thisislinkedto awarenesandeducationandplacesanemphasi®ntheneed
to encouragecloserand positive contactbetweengenerationsaand to foster
positiveattitudesamongyouth. The socialisolationandneglectof olderadults
needs to be broken, through intergenerational relationships, among others.
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