Germany: World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 2006

"Defenceless when old? Strategies against violence in older people's close relationships"

A report on a conference and an expert symposium held in Hanover, Germany, June 14th and 15th, 2006

At the heart of Germany's WEAAD activities 2006 was the topic of older people's experiences of violence and abuse in close personal relationships. A conference and an expert symposium – both funded by the German Federal Ministry for Family, Seniors, Women and Youth - were organized by Hanover-based Criminological Research Institute of Lower Saxony and Zoom - Society for Prospective Developments (Goettingen). About 150 people attended the full-day conference. 

The conference and the symposium focussed upon two topics:
(a) Experiences of violence in older women’s marriages and partnerships 

(b) Abuse and neglect of older people by family caregivers and by nurses from in-home services.
The conference made clear that older female victims of intimate violence represent a special needs population. It showed the importance of facilitating victims’ access to shelters, helplines etc. Domestic violence institutions will have to actively widen the circle for older victims. With regard to incidents of abuse and neglect in domestic care, a differentiation of services is necessary – giving support and advice to those who do not wish to hurt their loved ones but are stressed and overburdened and deterring those who prey on the most vulnerable older adults. It was clear that dementia caregiving represents a very special field and that elder abuse prevention urgently needs more interagency cooperation.
A detailed report (in German language) has been compiled. It contains the papers presented at the conference as well as summaries of the discussions and a short concluding essay. The following papers are included in full: 
· Thomas Goergen (Hanover): Violence in older people’s close relationships: Preliminary results of the study "Crime and violence in older people’s lives" 

· Barbara Naegele (Goettingen): Domestic violence in old age – the specific situation of older female victims of violence

· Claudia Schacke (Berlin): Abuse of older care recipients by intimates

· Rolf Hirsch (Bonn): Violence in older people’s close relationships: What kind of prevention is possible? What kind of help do victims need?

The conference report can be downloaded at http://kfn.de/versions/kfn/assets/mfp2.pdf.
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