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BIOGRAPHY 
 
Dr. Amanda Phelan commenced her career as a general nurse and has worked 
with older people in both long-term care and community settings. 
Currently, Dr. Phelan is a lecturer and Subject Head of Older Persons’ Nursing 
in the UCD School of Nursing, Midwifery & Health Systems and Co- Director 
in the National Centre for the Protection of Older People (NCPOP) based in 
the School. The NCPOP is a research centre  which was established in 2008 and 
is dedicated to investigating elder abuse in Ireland and to inform Irish 
policy and practice. Dr. Phelan’s interest in elder abuse commenced in her 
practice as a Public Health Nurse and led to the completion of her PhD on the 
topic of community nurses and elder abuse, which represented the first 
completed PhD on this topic in Ireland. 
 
Dr. Phelan was programme co-ordinator of the Graduate Diploma in Nursing 
(PublicHealth) from 2002-2010 and currently co-ordinates the graduate 
gerontological programmes, including a blended learning graduate level 
inter-disciplinary programme on the Management of Elder Abuse. Dr. 
Phelan has also been instrumental in re-orientating the gerontological 
programmes to include the issue of safeguarding older people based on 
an ethos of person centred care. 
 



As Co-Director of the NCPOP, Dr. Phelan leads on several elder abuse research 
projects and has published in this area, used as an expert in the Irish media 
and has been involved in Health Service serious case reviews on elder abuse. 
Dr. Phelan has presented findings from her elder abuse research in both 
national and international conferences. In 2013, Dr. Phelan’s edited book 
International Perspectives on Elder Abuse, was published by Routledge, 
London. Dr. Phelan is an editorial board member on two international 
journals (the International Journal of Older People Nursing and the 
International Journal of Nursing and Clinical Practices) and a journal reviewer 
for several gerontological journals including the Journal of Adult 
Protection and Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics.  
 
 
Dr. Phelan has been the Irish INPEA representative since 2011 and has been 
involved in Irish activities to mark World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  She 
is also the current Secretary of the All Ireland Gerontological Nurses’ 
Association. Representing the Institute of Community Health Nurses, Dr. 
Phelan was one of the invited speakers to the Irish Senate on the topic of the 
Rights of Older People in 2011. Amanda also sits on the Irish Health 
Information and Quality Authority’s (HIQA) national review committee for 
residential care standards for older people.  
 
She also contributes to an international  research panel for the National Institute 
for Care of the Elderly (Canada) on the topic of elder abuse screening tools, led 
by Professor Lynn McDonald and is currently working on a European 
network on the subject of elder abuse. In 2010, Dr. Phelan was awarded a 
Royal Irish Academy grant to visit fellow scholars in the United States and 
Canada to review elder abuse screening tools. This resulted in an Irish pilot 
of two elder abuse screening tools which is currently being completed under 
the research programme of the NCPOP. Amanda has also secured funding 
to complete a study on screening vulnerable adults for financial abuse in 
Northern Ireland (Funded by Health and Social Care Northern Ireland). 
 
STATEMENT 
 
If elected to the position of Secretary General, I will work closely with the 
President, Vice President and other Board members to promote the aims 
and objectives of INPEA. My work within the NCPOP has allowed the 
establishment of national and international networks in the domain of elder 
abuse. I believe that these networks can also strengthen INPEA’s profile 
and serve as a catalyst to increase INPEA’s membership. 
 

As elder abuse is my primary research and teaching remit, I believe that my 
experience can enhance and complement INPEA’s goals. For example, I 
chaired the organisation of Ireland’s first conference on the topic of elder 
abuse in 2006 and since the establishment of the NCPOP in 2008, have co-



hosted World Elder Abuse Awareness Day with the Health Service 
Executive and the NCPOP. Since becoming the INPEA national 
representative, I have ensured INPEA has been the conference co-host and 
have arranged guest speakers on INPEA’s behalf. This has also encompassed 
the signing of Declarations against elder abuse by the Lord Mayor of Dublin 
and other Irish Mayors, the Assistant Commissioner for the Gardai (Irish 
Police) and the Dean and Head of the School of Nursing (UCD). The day was 
also marked around the country with various activities, which I co-
ordinated. 
 
 
In my role as INPEA's National Representative for Ireland, I have been 
working for the last month with President Gutman to develop a program of 
activities around the International Association on Gerontology and 
Geriatrics  8th European Regional Congress  that will take place in Dublin 
April 23-26, 2015. Plans include an INPEA symposium within the Congress 
and a pre-conference event that will take place on April 22 - the 10th 
INPEA Global Conference. I am pleased to report that the following 
organizations will be partnering with INPEA on this event: Third Age, 
Health Service Executive and the School of Nursing, Midwifery & Heath 
Systems.      The of the conference is " Advances in elder abuse research, 
legislation and practice " 
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In addition to the above publications, I have presented on the topic of elder 
abuse in over 50 conferences/masterclasses nationally and 
internationally.  
 
I believe my experience in acting as Secretary of the All Ireland 
Gerontological Nurses’ Association, my administrative roles in the 
School and the NCPOP provide me with valuable transferable skills which 
can be utilised in the role of INPEA secretary. In addition, my existing elder 
abuse national and international networks have provided me with 
experience in global communications, which is an important skill which I 
can bring to the position of Secretary General of INPEA. 
 
I would also envision my input as continuing the fomalising the 
operations of INPEA and making INPEA’s processes more transparent. This 
will involve the development of a Manual of Operating Procedures modeled 
on the IAGG’s template. The role would also involves maintaining 
minutes of meetings and ensure the INPEA website is up to date and other 
activities which promote INPEA’s work.  I believe that I can bring my skills to 
the Secretary General role and welcome the opportunity to work more 
closely with fellow INPEA colleagues. 
 
For these reasons, I ask you to consider me for this important position so I 
can build on INPEA’s previous work and target global awareness and 
responses to elder abuse. 
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